CAMBODIA   &   THE  KHMERS
the Gulf of Bengal to the China Sea and was divided into sixty self-governing states. At this epoch Angkor Thorn was oi greater importance than the Rome of Xero, and the splendour of Khmer art was incomparable.
A thousand years ago Cambodia was a great Hindu Empire in Indo-China, stretching from the Gulf of Bengal to the China Sea, populous, wealthy, and adorned with immense palaces which were wonders of architecture. Under its kings and priests the tropic jungle had been tamed, the Khmer jungle folk civilized and trained, and a network of great roads ran through land that is now a deadly wilderness. The great Mekong river and its huge lake, by the wonderful capital city of Angkor, fertilised the best ricefields in the world and provided more food than the people needed. All this was the result of a thousand years' work by colonising Hindu warriors and Brahmans, assisted by Malays from the Hindu kingdoms of Sumatra and Java.
Cambodia is still under the influence of Hindu tradition, though only a vestige remains of the power and splendour of the ancient race. Province after province was torn from the old empire by the Mongol masters of China, and by the northern invaders of Tibetan stock, who now form the Siamese and Burmese nations. By putting themselves under the protection of France, the Cambodians just saved themselves from complete destruction by the Siamese and Annamese, and recovered from their old enemies their ancient capital of Angkor and the jungle lands surrounding it. But in their fragment of territory most of
CAMBODIANS LEAN fOWARDS "EUROPEAN WAYS" Cambodians have a greater resemblance to the Siamese than to the Annamese, but the Khmer, or old inhabitants, show a decided Caucasian origin. Western ways are last being adopted, and this youth insisted on a European setting to his photograph
their native jungle tribes have shrunk to insignificant numbers, owing to tropical disease, and lapsed into a pathetic state of savagery.
Little remains of all the great and glorious Hindu work of civilization, except a charming, romantic puppet court, upheld by the strength of France; some old crumbling, colossal works by Hindu architects and sculptors, cleared in recent years from over-growth ; and a royal school of ballet dancing, whose sacred performances cannot be matched on earth.
Modern Cambodia is nearly as large as England with an estimated population
1095